Perceived risk among parents concerning the travel situation for children with disabilities.
The aim of this study was to describe perceived risk among parents concerning the travel situation for children with disabilities, in addition to their self-reported knowledge of regulations and standards. The results from the present questionnaire study showed that entering and exiting the vehicles often required manual assistance and, thus, was perceived as risky, creating worry among parents. Parents were also worried about professional drivers' lack of knowledge about the child, incautious driving behaviour and lack of adequate safety measures. A poor postural sitting position was a problem in all vehicles. Half of the parents lacked knowledge about the regulations and standards for school transportation and Special Transport Systems. Lack of information seems to be one underlying reason for the parents' worries. Comprehensive information, focused on the special needs of children with disabilities in their transportation, would probably reduce the parents' worries significantly.